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“But all’s too weak, / For brave Macbeth - well 
he deserves that name” (1.2.15-6).

“Like Valour’s minion carved out his passage” 
(1.2.19).  



Act 1, Scene 3
Begin at Macbeth’s first line & end at “Hail / Hail / Hail”

1) What is significant about Macbeth’s first line of the 
play?

2) What can we infer about the three sisters based 
on Banquo’s words?

3) What do the three sisters reveal about Macbeth?
4) What does Banquo want from the witches?



Act 1, Scene 3
Begin at “Lesser than Macbeth…” & end when Ross and Angus enter

1) What are curious about the prophecies for 
Banquo?

2) How does Macbeth respond to the sisters? 
Does he disregard them or is he intrigued? 
Explain.

3) The witches vanish. What’s the gist of 
Banquo’s and Macbeth’s conversation?



Act 1, Scene 3
from Ross to the end of the scene

1) What news does Angus and Ross bring from the king?
2) How does Macbeth and Banquo respond to this news?
3) Between Macbeth and Banquo, who is more skeptical 

of the three witches? 
4) What haunts Macbeth in lines 130 - 140 when he 

speaks about the “horrid image doth unfix my hair / And 
make my seated heart knock at my ribs…”.
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Dramatic Irony:
Occurs when the audience knows something that the 
characters in the play do not.

Motif: 
In a literary work, a motif can be an image, sound, 
action, or other figure that has a symbolic significance, 
and contributes toward the development of a theme



Act 1, Scene 4
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Act 1, Scene 4

Just after Duncan says, “He was a gentleman on whom I built 
/ An absolute trust” in walks Macbeth, and Duncan calls him 
“worthiest cousin”. Why is this dramatic irony?

Think back to the previous scene, when Macbeth has the 
“horrible image” that makes his “heart knock at his ribs”.



Act 1, Scene 4

“Stars, hide your fires, / Let not light see 
my black and deep desires” (1.4.50-1).

What are Macbeth’s desires?



Lady Macbeth reads a letter from her husband. Besides the 
last line which basically says goodbye, the letter is 4 
sentences in length. Each member in your group will read 
one sentence aloud. 

Discuss what the letter says. 



…









Act 1, Scene 7

3) Does Macbeth have the guts to tell his 
wife he is not going to murder Duncan?

Write what he tells Lady Macbeth.



…



Cinquain 5 lines - 2, 4, 6, 8, 2 syllables

Found Words & phrases from play, 6 lines

Blank Verse No specific pattern, 6 - 8 lines

Rhyming couplets 6-8 lines (3-4 pairs)



Seven scenes - Seven headlines

Write a newspaper headline for each of the 
seven scenes in Act 1. Under each headline, 
include a significant quote from the scene. 
Before presenting your seven headlines & 
quotes to the class, name your newspaper.
● Only one piece of paper needs to be turned in per group. 

The whole group should share in the presentation. 



Act 1, Scene 1

Act 1, Scene 2

 



Act 1, Scene 3

Witches give Macbeth and Banquo 3 prophecies each

“If you can look into the seeds of time / And say which grain will grow and 
which will not, / Speak then to me,...” (1, 3, 56-8).

“Present fears / Are less than horrible imaginings. / My thought, whose 
murder yet is but fantastical, / Shakes so my single state of man…” (1, 3, 
136-9).

“If chance will have me king, why chance may crown me / Without my stir” 
(1, 3, 142-3). 



Act 1, Scene 4

King Duncan is deceived

“There’s no art / To find the mind’s construction in the face” (1, 4, 12-3).

Act 1, Scene 5

Lady Macbeth is hungry for the throne, but is Macbeth?

 “...yet do I fear thy nature, / It is too full o’th’milk of human kindness / To 
catch the nearest way” (1, 5, 14-6).

“...unsex me here / And fill me from the crown to the toe topfull, / Of direst 
cruelty…” (1, 5, 39-40).

“...look like th’innocent flower, / But be the serpent under’t” (1, 5, 63-4).



Act 1, Scene 6

King Duncan visits the castle of Macbeth

“Give me your hand / conduct me to mine host: we love him highly / And 
shall continue our graces towards him”(1, 6, 29-31).

Act 1, Scene 7

Macbeth is not a killer, but his wife is

“I have no spur / To prick the sides of my intent,...” (1, 7, 25-6).

“What beast was’t then / That made you break this enterprise to me? / When you 
durst do it, then you were a man” (1, 7, 47-9).

“What cannot you and I perform upon / Th’unguarded Duncan” (1, 7, 69-70).
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Act 3, Scene 4 Parts

Lady M 0-86 A 1st Murderer K

Lady M 87-end Q Lords 10

Ghosts 7

Macbeth 0-86 9 Ross 6

Macbeth 87-end 3 Lennox J



●



Act 3, Scene 4 continued...



Act 3, Scene 4 the end



Acts 2 & 3 Review

A 2,1 K 2,2 Q 2,3 10 2,4

7 3,1 9 3,2 6 3,3 3 3,4
J 3,6

Summarize the scene and chose 1 - 3 
significant quotes to read to the class. 



…



Act 4, Scene 1 continued



Act 4, Scene 2

1) Why is Lady Macduff angry at her husband?
2) How does Macduff’s son take the news that his father is 

gone?

3) What is the fate of his son?

● Through the dialogue in this scene, Shakespeare points 
out some hypocrisies in life. What are they?



Act 4, Scene 3
Write the lines that illustrate each item below:

1) Macduff urges Malcolm to go to the defense of Scotland, which 
is suffering under Macbeth’s rule. 

(Malcolm is suspicious of Macduff, fearing that he would betray him 
and be loyal to Macbeth.) 

2) Malcolm is not sure that Macduff is telling the truth.

3) Macbeth was once thought to be honest.

4) Macduff was a friend of Macbeth.

5) Macbeth has left Macduff unharmed.



Act 4, Scene 3 continued

6) Macduff may betray Malcolm, even killing him for Macbeth.

7) Macbeth is a traitor.

8) Even a good man may obey a wicked king.

9) Evil often tries to look good.

10) Macduff left his family in danger.

11) Malcolm has cause to be suspicious for his own safety.

12) Malcolm’s suspicions dismay Macduff. 



Act 4, Scene 3
13) Malcolm criticizes himself, claiming his vices are worse 
than Macbeth’s.

14) Macduff refutes such an assertion, using hyperbole to 
express his admonishment of such an idea.

15) Malcolm names Macbeth’s 8 vices. 

16) Then he (Malcolm) admits his own vices.

17) How does Macduff respond?

18) Malcolm names the 12 qualities of a good king. They 
are…



4, 3 continued...

19) What would happen, according to Malcolm, if he were 
king?

20) Now does Macduff feel Malcolm is capable of ruling? 
Support with a line.

21) Malcolm says that Macduff’s reaction to him has removed 
his suspicions. (He passed the test) What lines tell us this?

22) Malcolm admits that his claimed vices were a fraud. Find 
the lines that say this.



Act 4, Scene 3 end

Ross brings news to Macduff that his family has 
been murdered. 

● How does Macduff respond? Where does he 
place blame?

● How does Malcolm respond? What does he 
encourage Macduff to do?





Act 5, Scene 1

If you were directing an actor playing Lady Macbeth in 
the famous sleepwalking scene, would you have her be a 
ruthless, evil queen, or would you play her as a 
vulnerable woman?



Act 5, Scene 2

Menteith, Angus, Caithness, Lennox

4 Thanes discuss Macbeth. What do they say 
about him? Write down 3 - 5 comments they 
make regarding Macbeth.



Act 5, Scene 3

Macbeth

Servant

Seyton

Doctor



Act 5, Scene 3
 

1) Does Macbeth fear being taken over? Which 
lines tell us this?
2) What should accompany old age according to 
Macbeth? Will he have it?

3) What does Macbeth urge the doctor to do?

4) Reread the last 4 lines of the scene. What do 
you notice?



Act 5, Scene 4

Malcolm, Menteith, Siward, a soldier, Macduff

Malcolm, Macduff and others prepare for 
war. What role does Birnam Wood play?



Act 5, Scene 5

1) How does Macbeth respond initially to the cry 
of the women?

2) What is the cause of the cry?
3) What news does the Messenger bring?
4) How does Macbeth respond to the 

messenger?
5) Identify all the couplets in this scene.



Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow
One of the most famous soliloquies 

● Write down all the words that reference time.
● Find and record the metaphors for life.
● Identify the alliteration.
● What main idea is Macbeth expressing here?



Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow

As you watch 3 different actors deliver this speech, take notes 
on the following:

● Staging (what is the actor is doing as he delivers these 
lines)

● Tone of actor
● Mood of setting

Decide which production you think is the most effective and 
explain why.



Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow

As you watch Ian Mckellen’s analysis of 
Macbeth’s famous speech, add to your notes on 
the soliloquy. What does he say about rhythm, 
beats per line, time references, diction, etc.



Act 5 Scene 7

Macbeth / Young Siward

Macduff & Malcolm / Siward

● Macbeth’s castle is attacked. Does he show fear and 
concern OR confidence and ruthlessness? Use proof from 
the text.



Act 5, Scene 8
Macbeth and Macduff square off

1) Who seems more eager to fight? What line(s) 
tell us this?

2) What does Macduff reveal about himself that 
upsets Macbeth?

3) Who wins the fight?



Act 5 Scene 9

Malcolm Siward Ross Macduff



Act 5, Scene 9
The end

1) How does Siward respond to the news of his 
son’s death?

2) Who becomes King of Scotland?
3) Imagine you are production designer of 

Macbeth. What will you do about Macbeth’s 
head? How necessary is it to show?


